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S O M E  C O M I N G  

S H O W S  

 

September 27, 2009   Noon   

Osawatomie, Kansas  The an-

nual John Brown Freedom 

Festival at the John Brown 

Museum.  For list of events and 

activities click on: http://

www.travelks.com/s/index.cfm?

CID=2828&QString=Keywords%

3Dosawatomie. 

October 3, 2009   11:00 a.m. & 

2:00 p.m.  Missouri Town 1855, 

8010 East Park Road, Leeõs 

Summit, Missouri. Return per-

formance of Bleeding Kansas by 

the Lecompton Reenactors at 

the 34th Annual òMissouri Town 

Fall Festival of Arts, Crafts and 

Music.ó  Many fine artists, craf-

ters, musicians, pioneer skills 

demonstrators and historic 

performers will be there where 

over 7,000 visitors are expected 

for this two-day event.  The 

Lecompton Reenactors will 

perform twice on Saturday at 11 

a.m. & 2 p.m. 

October 24, 2009  Evening   

Approximately 70 adult Boy 

Scout leaders from Missouri and 

Nebraska in Lecompton for our 

play and a meal.   

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Fantastic Poster 3 

Weõre Not Standing Still 4 

Josiah B. McAffee 5 

What Brought Me To 

The Lecompton Reenactors 

6 

 

Church Shrine 7 

  

  
  

J . H O W A R D  D U N C A N ,  E D I T O R   7 8 5 - 8 8 7 - 6 4 7 7  

B O X 5 6 ,  L E C O M P T O N ,  K S 6 6 0 5 0  

h o w b e a u x @ s b c g l o b a l . n e t 
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   òIf I went West, I think I would go to Kan-

sas---to Leavenworthéó 

   These words were spoken by Abraham 

Lincoln after he returned to Springfield, 

Illinois, from Leavenworth where he made 

his first campaign speech for the presi-

dency on December 3, 1859.  Lincoln 

made two speeches in Leavenworth both 

at Stockton Hall at the corner of Delaware 

and 4th street, now the location of Mid-

American Bank.  An advertisement in 1859 

described it:  òthe new and magnificent 

Hallñthe largest in the Westñprovided with 

eight hundred arm chairs.ó  At that time 

Leavenworth was the largest city between 

St. Louis and San Francisco; it was the city 

of the future, the place to be. 

   The Leavenworth Daily Times reported on 

the speech: òThe first characteristic of Mr. 

Lincoln is truthfulness.  He has no clap trap 

in or about him.  He is simple and down-

righté.Mr. Lincoln is full of hope and faith.  

The impatient sink down after defeat, and 

the impulsive grow weary after victory.  He 

avoids both errorséó  Lincolnõs trip to Kan-

sas was an indication of the importance of 

Kansas in the ongoing struggle against 

slavery.   This is also reflected by his oft-

quoted comment from the Lincoln-Douglas 

DebatesñòKansas Must Be Free.ó   Pro-

slavery and abolitionist forces held extreme 

opposite positions, but Lincoln and the new 

Republican Party were moderates requiring 

that slavery be left alone in the south, but 
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that all new territories including Kansas, 

first state to enter the Union under the 

Kansas-Nebraska Act, come into the un-

ion as a òfreeó state.  

   The year 2009 is significant in the his-

tory of Abraham Lincoln in the nation and 

in the first city of Kansas.  It is the bicen-

tennial of his birthday which will be cele-

brated across the nation and it is also 

the 150th anniversary of Lincolnõs first 

campaign speech here in Leavenworth.  

The convergence of these two dates was 

the impetus for the formation of a com-

mittee to unveil a Lincoln statue on the 

southeast corner of the lawn at City Hall.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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   The 8 foot bronze statue will rest on a natural stone ped-

estal surrounded by a circle plaza.  Lincoln holds his hat in 

his left hand and under his right arm he holds the December 

3, 1859, publication of the òDaily Times,ó the Leavenworth 

paper which is still in existence today.  The many stories told 

about Lincoln carrying notes in his very tall black hat still 

catches the attention of children.  The statue hat was paid 

for by funds raised by the school children of Leavenworth.  

The statue will be unveiled on the historical date of Decem-

ber 3, 2009.*  

   The committee began meeting in December 2007 and put 

out a òRequest for Proposaló to artists early in 2008.  They 

required that the artist be a Kansan.  From the 6 proposals 

received, they chose Marty Pyle.  And although Marty was 

the artist with the least experience in sculpture, his proposal 

was fresh and original and more resembled the way Lincoln 

looked as imagined by the committee when he came to Kan-

sas on that cold day 150 years ago.  In 1859 Lincoln had no 

beard.  He would not grow one until he received a letter from 

Grace Bedell, who was 11 years old and lived in Westfield, 

New York.  She wrote: òI have got 4 brotherõs and part of 

them will vote for you any way and if you let your whiskers 

grow I will try and get the rest of them to vote for you.  You 

would look a great deal better for your face is so thin.ó  

When Grace grew up she moved to Kansas and joined the 

many other Kansansñfamous and infamousñwho were a 

part of the Lincoln story.   

   Some of those Kansans are James Lane, first Kansas 

Senator, who with the Kansas Frontier Guard, bivouacked in 

the East Room of the White House for about a week to pro-

tect Lincoln during his first few days in office. Buffalo Bill 

Cody who was raised in Leavenworth and his sister Julia who 

had dinner with Lincoln at her best friend, Mollie Delahayõs 

house.  Their father Isaac Cody was stabbed while making a 

free-state speech and would ultimately die from the wound. 

Judge Mark Delahay, who was married to a Hanks and was 

a relative of Lincoln, invited Lincoln to come to Leavenworth 

and òtry outó a speech for the Presidency.  Lincoln later ap-

pointed him to a Federal District Court Judge position.  Dela-

hay would be forced to resign from the position when he was 

threatened with impeachment due to òflagrant conduct.ó  A 

disillusioned William Sherman came to Leavenworth in 

1858 to become a law partner of his brother-in-law Thomas 

Ewing.  However law was not to define Shermanõs destiny 

but the military to which he returned in 1859. Vinnie Ream 

lived in Leavenworth from 1857 to 1859.  She was the first 

woman and youngest sculptress to win a major federal com-

mission in Washington D.C.  She convinced Lincoln to sit for 

(Continued from page 1) her when she was only 16 years old, and after Lincolnõs death 

she would win the commission and produce the Lincoln statue 

in the Capitol rotunda.   John Wilkes Booth came to Leaven-

worth in 1863 to appear in Richard III and stood on the same  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

stage as Lincoln had when he gave his first campaign speech.  

The Leavenworth Daily Times called him a ògreat tragedian.ó 

He would return to Washington D.C. and shoot Lincoln shortly 

thereafter in Fordõs Theatre.  Boston Corbett, the man who 

shot John Wilkes Booth in a barn, while under orders to òtake 

him alive,ó fled the notoriety of Washington D.C. and moved to 

Kansas.  As a result of extreme behavior, he was pronounced 

insane and sent to the state asylum at Topeka.  He escaped in 

1888 and has never been seen since.  So the story of the 16th 

President, which began in Kansas with his first campaign 

speech, ends here also.    

   In addition to all of these òstoriesó of the people involved in 

this great drama, is the underlying Kansas political history.  

For Kansas had been politically and ideologically aligned with 

Lincoln from the beginning, through their shared fight for Kan-

sas to be a free state.  The people of Kansas, in many in-

stances, sacrificed their homes, their goods and for some, 

their lives, making a strong stand against slavery before it was 

required of them by their government.  This sacrifice touched 

Lincoln and ensured that he and the people of Kansas would 

always be close.  Lincolnõs hold on the hearts of Kansans was 

obvious by their enthusiastic reception and response to his 

speeches and appearances.  Perhaps they saw in this simple 

but honest man a glimpse of the future greatness he would 

achieve.  Little did they know on that cold December day in 

1859 that they had become a part of the story of the 16th 

President, and that together, Kansans and Abraham Lincoln 

would lead the way for the nation in its difficult, but success-

ful, pilgrimage to free itself of slavery forever. 

 

*Donations to the statue may be mailed to Carol Dark Ayres, 

Lincoln Statue Fund, 200 N. 4th Street, Leavenworth, Kansas 

6 6 0 4 8 .   I n f o r m a t i o n  9 1 3 -6 8 4 -1 4 0 0  o r 

carol.ayres@usd453.org.   
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